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HEALTH  CENTRE, 
MURIVANCE, 

SHREWSBURY. 

July,  1971 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  SHREWSBURY 


MADAM  MAYOR,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1970. 

Changes  have  occurred  which  have  not  had  any  direct  affect  on  the  Borough  and  its 
administration  in  that  the  County  Welfare  Department  has  been  superceded  by  the  Social 
Services  Department,  but  I  myself,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  other  Corporation 
staff  who  deal  with  the  department  in  question,  find  the  same  co-operation  from  County  Council 
staff  as  in  former  years.  As  far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned  the  important  changes  in  local 
government  are  still  to  come. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  my  interest  lies  mainly  in  the  environment  or,  to  use 
a  somewhat  outdated  phrase,  the  sanitary  circumstances,  using  sanitary  in  its  Latin  connotation 
as  concerning  health  in  its  wider  'community’  aspects,  and  I  have  the  advantage  of  having  a 
mixed  appointment  which  involves  working  for  the  County  Council  on  the  'personal’  health 
services  -  i.e.  the  care  of  the  individual.  Just  as  health  (and  ill-health)  and  welfare  and  inti¬ 
mately  connected  so  are  the  environmental  and  the  personal  health  services. 

During  the  year  effort  has  been  made  to  improve  the  environment  in  which  'Proud 
Salopians’  of  all  incomes  and  classes  live;  whether  these  efforts  obviously  emmanate  from  the 
Health  Department  or  not  is  immaterial  and  your  Council  realises  that  Committees  do  not  have 
strict  boundaries  and  their  officers  work  for  the  Council  although  through  Committees.  During 
the  year  the  usual  good  relationship  has  been  maintained  between  this  and  other  departments 
of  the  Council.  Liaison  with  the  County  Health  Department  and  the  Social  Services  Department, 
particularly  as  regards  housing,  as  well  as  with  the  Ministeries,’  if  necessary,  is  also  main¬ 
tained  -  often  on  a  person  to  person  level,  as  is  the  relationship  with  General  Practitioners 
and  Hospital  Staff.  I  would  like  to  mention  here  that  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is 
most  helpful  and  co-operative,  not  only  in  the  ready  acceptance  of  materials  for  examination 
but  also  in  the  passing  of  information  regarding  infectious  diseases.  Advice,  not  infrequently 
sought,  is  readily  and  wisely  given. 

The  Shrewsbury  Medical  Institute  at  Copthorne  Hospital  has  proved  an  excellent 
meeting  place  where  hospital  and  general  practice  and  public  healtn  staff  meet,  exchange 
information  and  get  to  appreciate  each  others  problems  and  points  of  view  as  well  as  bene- 
fitting  from  the  teaching  provided. 

The  environment  is  never  perfect  but  Shrewsbury’s  inhabitants  are  reasonably  well 
catered  for  in  many  of  the  factors  which  constitute  environment.  The  atmosphere,  while  not 
clean,  is  reasonably  unpolluted  and  should  be  improving  year  by  year.  A  safe  water  supply  is 
available  to  practically  every  house  in  the  Borough  and  the  sewerage  system  is  efficient. 
Generally  speaking,  the  standards  of  food  preparation  and  service  and  of  hygiene  in  the  cater¬ 
ing  industry  are  high.  The  thought  of  bad  publicity  should  stimulate  those  who  are  not  up  to 
standard  even  though  the  suggestions  of  the  Public  Health  staff  and  even  the  threat  of,  and 
the  effects  of  court  proceedure  may  not  do  so. 

During  the  year  a  special  effort  was  made  to  seek  out  Houses  in  Multiple  Occuoation, 
and  bring  those  found  up  to  a  standard  acceptable  under  the  Housing  Acts  of  1957  and  1961. 
The  houses  should  be  fit  in  alf  respects  in  the  matter  of  repair,  stability,  freedom  from  damp 
and  natural  lighting,  artificial  lighting  and  ventilation  and  heating  must  be  adequate.  Cooking 
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facilities,  hot  and  cold  water  and  proper  means  for  the  disposal  of  waste  matter  within  each 
letting  or  on  the  same  floor  within  a  communal  kitchen  and  personal  washing  facilities  for 
letting  must  be  provided.  One  water  closet  should  be  provided  for  every  three  lettings,  or  eight 
persons  whichever  is  the  lesser.  There  shall  also  be  provided  a  bath  or  shower  to  every  eight 
persons  or  part  of  eight.  This  bathroom  to  be  within  the  dwelling  and  conveniently  accessible 
to  each  letting.  Adequate  food  storage  and  refuse  disposal  arrangements  and  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  are  also  dealt  with  as  is  overcrowding  and  the  maintenance  of  those  parts  of 
house  in  common  use,  i.e.  stairs,  landings,  etc.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  be  consulted  before  any  works  are  commenced,  in  order  that  there  be  no 
misunderstanding.  Advice  is  readily  available  on  request.  In  all  such  premises  inspected 
some  work  was  found  to  be  necessary.  Overcrowding  has  not  been  a  problem. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  I  have  been  fortunate  in  not  having  to  deal  with  any  serious 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  I  have  to'  thank  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  town  and 
surrounding  area  for  their  co-operation  when  any  infectious  disease  has  had  to  be  contained. 

As  Medical  Referee  to  your  Crematorium  I  find  that  the  same  co-operation  and  helpful 
attitude  is  evident.  The  smooth  running  of  the  Crematorium  can  be  greatly  upset  by  delays  in 
submitting  forms  or  by  inattention  todetail.  I  have  to  thank  my  Deputies  for  their  most  efficient 
help  and  advice,  and  hospital  staff  and  general  practitioners  for  their  help. 

I  have  had  the  usual  help  and  co-operation  from  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
one  and  all.  At  the  Abattoir  we  said  'adieu’  to  Mr.  Edge,  generally  known  as  Norman,  who  has 
served  the  Corporation  faithfully  and  well  since  1937  as  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat 
Inspector  at  the  Roushill  Abattoir  and,  until  illness  forced  him  to  resign,  as  Superintendent 
at  the  new  Abattoir  at  Harlescott,  and  since  then  as  Meat  Inspector.  He  knows  that  the  good 
wishes  of  many  go  with  him  in  his  retirement. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  MACKENZIE. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1970 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (Id.)  . 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of 
Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population 
Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1970) . 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 
1 1  legitimate 


Male 

Female 

435 

406 

32 

31 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population  . . 

Sti  I  Ibirths: 

Number  . . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  . 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


^3e  at  hs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population  ... 
Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ... 
INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


1970)  ... 


•  •  *  •  • 


Total 


£3,006,571 
£12,145 
9,317 
54,310 
5  .8 
19,177 

904 
16  .6 

15 

16  .0 
919 
651 
12.0 
11 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births... 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  . 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births)  . 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  . 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortions) 

Number  of  deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

'  '  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

^  ^  ^  ^  '  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 


12  .2 
11  .7 
15  .9 

10  .0 

10  .0 

26  .1 

Nil 

Nil 

149 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


As  in  the  past  forty-one  years,  daily  readings  and  weather  :ecordings  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  Climatological  Station,  which  is  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry  and  situated  at 
Monkmoor  Sewage  Works. 

The  particulars  regarding  1970  may  be  summarised  as  follows: 

Rainfall  -  The  total  rainfall  was  24.63  inches,  compared  with  26.55,  27.57  and 
24.19  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  last  41  years  was  26.03  inches. 

Sunshine  —  The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded  was  1,439.7  hours, 
compared  with  1,328.4,  1,237.8  and  1,439.7  hours  in  the  previous 
years  respectively. 

The  average  sunshine  over  the  last  41  years  was  1,347.2  hours. 

Temperatures  —  Extremes  of  temperature  during  the  year  were: 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum)  July  7th,  88°F. 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum)  July  8th,  63°F. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum)  February  15th,  33°F. 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Shade  Minimum)  January  7th,  12°F. 


8 


WEATHER  STATISTICS  -  SHREWSBURY  1970 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
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POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  of  Shrewsbury  for  1970, 
including  members  of  the  armed  forces  stationed  in  the  area,  was  54,310  compared  with  54,190 
in  the  previous  year. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1970  was  904,  compared  with  880,  949  and  947  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  crude  birth  rate  was  16.6  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  16.2,  17.7  and  17.6 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Applying  the  comparability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted  birth 
rate  becomes  15.9. 

The  904  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows; 

Legitimate 

Male  435 

Female  406 

A  comparison  of  the  adjusted  birth  rate  between  Shrewsbury  and  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  as  follows: 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales  16.0 

Shrewsbury  15.9 


I  llegitimate 
32 
31 


904 


Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  63  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  56,  81  and  73  in  the  previous  years 
respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  1.16  per  1,000  population,  illegitimate  births  being  a 
percentage  of  7.5  of  the  total  live  births. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  15  stillbirths,  compared  with  18, 17  and  11  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  0.27  per  1,000  population,  the  stillbirths  being  a  percentage 
of  1 .6  of  the  total  births. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970 


NET  DEATHS  AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  "RESIDENTS”  WHETHER 
OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks 

and  under 

1  year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  and 
over 

325 

326 

9 

2 

3 

2 

5 

12 

13 

43; 

106 

201 

255 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Oesophagus 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Stomach 

12 

8 

.... 

- 

2 

7 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Intestine 

9 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

Bronchus 

27 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

9 

14 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Breast 

1 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Uterus 

— 

7 

4 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

Prostrate 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Leukaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant 

Neoplasms 

22 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

19 

9 

Diabetes  Meliitus 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Other  Endocrine,  etc. 

Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Anaemias 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Other  Diseases  of 

Nervous  System  etc. 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

Heart  Disease 

4 

7 

5 

5 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

85 

56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

17 

28 

42 

52 

Other  Forms  of  Heart 

Disease 

12 

17 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

18 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

31 

51 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

14 

21 

40 

Other  Diseases  of 

Circulatory  System 

16 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

13 

26 

Influenza 

4 

.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

14 

33 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

14 

28 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

23 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

12 

14 

Asthma 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  System 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

and  Hernia 

— 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases  of 

Digestive  System 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Hypeplasia  of  Prostrate 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- 

Urinary  System 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Musculo- 

Skeletal  System 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult 

Labour,  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal 

Mortality 

3 

3 

6 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined 

Conditions 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

2 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted 
Injuries 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  651,  compared  with  632,  692  and  641  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  651  deaths,  325  were  males  and  326  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  12.0  and,  by  applying  the  comparability  factor  provided  by  the 
Registrar  General,  the  adjusted  rate  was  12.2. 

A  comparison  between  the  adjusted  death  rate  of  Shrewsbury  and  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  as  follows: 


Death  rate  per 
1,000  population. 

England  and  Wales 

SiirewsDury  "*2.2 

Of  the  651  deaths,  456  persons  were  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that  561  of  the  651  deaths  can 
be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows: 

1.  Heart  disease  .  193 

2.  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  including  Vascular  Lesions. 

of  Nervous  System .  126 

3.  Cancer  (including  Leukaemia)  .  150 

4.  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Disease,  including 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .  92 


There  were  5  deaths  from  suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  and  8  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Of  the  child  population,  there  were  11  infant  deaths  (under  one  year  of  age)  and  5 
deaths  of  children  one  to  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Causes  of  death  are  analysed  in  the  table  on  page  12  and  it  is  heartening  to  note  the 
slight  lowering  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer  from  24  in  1967  to  26  in  1968,  to 
43  in  1969,  to  36  this  year.  Mention  was  made  in  the  1969  Report  of  the  epidemic  of  Hongkong/68 
variant  type  A. 2  virus  influenza  which  struck  the  Midlands  late  in  1969  and  early  in  1970. 
Fourteen  deaths  have  been  notified  (4  in  1969)  from  this  outbreak. 

The  graph  on  page  14  shows  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  15  years  of  age  and  those 
over  65  years  since  1920, 

It  was  found  indeed  that  in  most  weeks  of  the  year  about  one  half  of  those  dying  were 
born  in  the  nineteenth  century  with  an  expected  slightly  higher  proportion  of  deaths  in  the  70 
and  over  age  group  during  the  winter  months. 

Of  the  deaths  in  the  young  the  year  was  a  good  one  for  babies  with  only  9  deaths  under 
4  weeks,  compared  with  an  average  of  12  over  the  last  five  years. 
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Deaths  over 
65  years  of  age 
as  percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 


Deaths  under 
15  years  of  age 
as  percentage 
of  Total  Deaths 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  11,  compared  with  20,  20 
and  24  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  12  peV  1,000  live  births,  compared  with 
23,  21  and  25  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

A  comparison  between  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  Shrewsbury  and  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  as  follows: 

Per  1,000  live  births 

England  and  Wales  18.0 

Shrewsbury  12.2 

These  deaths  are  analysed  by  causes  and  duration  of  life  in  the  accompanying  table. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  Under 

1  month 

1  month  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Distress 

Syndrome 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Respiratory 

Fai  lure 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Haemolytic  Disease  of 
Newborn 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hypoglycaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

11 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  of  age  combined 
per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  was  26.1  compared  with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  20  this  year  was  a  quiet  one  for  infectious 
disease. 

Inspite  of  quite  a  vigorous  campaign  to  raise  the  level  of  immunisation  to  measles  in 
children  there  were  303  cases  notified,  with  a  surprisingly  consistent  monthly  attack  rate. 
This  picture  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  expected  bi-annual  pattern  shown  in  the  graphs  on 
pages  18  and  19. 

Poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  were  again  absent  and  immunisation  levels  must  be  main¬ 
tained  against  these  diseases.  Doubts  are  being  expressed  as  to  the  efficiency  of  whooping 
cough  vaccination  and  this  year  there  were  18  notifications  of  this  disease  received,  but  many 

f 

more  cases  of  spasmodic  unproductive  cough  in  children  were  mentioned  in  conversation  with 
general  practitioners. 

Surprisingly  few  cases  of  infectious  jaundice  and  scarlet  fever  and  an  absence  of  the 
enteric  fevers  should  not  be  too  optimistically  received  and  only  six  cases  of  food  poisoning 
seems  too  good  to  be  true. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  —  four  respiratory  and  three  non- 
'  respiratory,  with  no  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  during  the  year  —  are  again  very  low. 
The  causes  of  the  reduced  incidence  of  notification  include  better  living  conditions,  better 
treatment  of  infectious  tuberculosis,  vaccination  with  BCG,  pasteurisation  of  milk  and  the 
eradication  of  affected  bovines.  Statistics  from  previous  Annual  Reports  show  a  drop  in  the 
percentage  of  cows  killed  at  the  Borough  Public  Abattoir  which  were  tuberculous  and  con¬ 
demned  as  such  from  approximately  50%  up  to  1956,  to  7%  in  1960  and  less  than1%  from  1963. 
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Monthly  Notification  of  Measles 
1947-1953 


Monthly  Notification  of  Measles 
1964-1970 

(Dotted  line  1971  to  date) 
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MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1970 

(EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 


MONTH 

SCARLET  FEVER 

MEASLES 

WHOOPING 

COUGH 

INFECTIVE 

JAUNDICE 

DYSENTERY 

ACUTE 

MENINGITIS 

FOOD 

POISONING 

ACUTE 

ENCEPHALITIS 

(Post  Infectious) 

January 

4 

32 

* 

February 

— 

11 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

March 

1 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April 

— 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

— 

14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July 

— 

24 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

August 

1 

62 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September 

— 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

October 

— 

17 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

November 

— 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

— 

26 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

303 

18 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 

tc 

go. 

At  Ages— Years 

r> 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

At 

all 

c 

Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

s 

Q)  O 

s 

eg 

ages 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

&  up- 

^  C 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

wards 

Measles  . 

303 

7 

57 

93 

139 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

Dysentery . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

18 

2 

— 

4 

11 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... 

0t3nus  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... 

Acute  Meningitis  . 

Acute  Encephalitis;- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Post  Infectious  . 

.1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis:- 

Paralytic  . 

Non-Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

Leptospirosis . 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

6 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

338 

10 

58 

99 

155 

1 

4 

4 

2 

— 

5 

5 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  C 

'ASES 

DEA 

\THS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F, 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year  . 

1  year  . 

2-4  years  . 

5-9  ”  . 

10-14  ”  . 

15-19  ”  . 

20-24  ”  . 

25-34  ”  . 

35-44  ”  . 

45-54  ”  . 

55-64  •’ 

65-74  ’*  . 

75  and  over  . 

i 

1  - 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

—  — 

—  — 

TOTALS 

2  2 

1  2 

—  — 

—  — 

The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  death  rate  for  the  year 
was  Nil  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  0.04  in  the  previous  year. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 
Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  application  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Engineerto  the  West  Shropshire  Water  Board,  Mr.  J.  H.  Sabido,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town  accompanied  by  statistics  of  labora¬ 
tory  examinations  carried  out  at  Shelton  Waterworks. 

"The  Board’s  Shelton  Headworks  have  supplied  thewholeof  the  Borough’s  requirements, 
free  of  all  restrictions,  during  the  year  1970.  Consumption  statistics  can  however  only  be 
compiled  over  the  period  June  to  December  inclusive  as  all  recording  instruments  were 
affected  by  the  extensions  at  the  Headworks  referred  to  below.  The  average  daily  quantity 
supplied  during  this  period  amounted  to  2,854,000  gallons,  which  was  equivalent  to  52.6 
gallons  per  head  per  day,  and  the  maximum  daily  quantity  supplied  was  3,686,900  gallons  on 
the  9th  July  1 970. 

Routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  were  carried  out  at  Shelton  on  the 
water  before  and  after  treatment.  The  maximum  and  minimum  results  obtained  from  these 
examinations  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  making  routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  exami- 
nationsof  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from  household  supplies  was  maintained;  80  chemical 
and  100  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  from  such  samples,  and  all  were  found  to  be 
sterile.  The  water  supply  in  general  has  consistently  maintained  the  very  high  standard  of 
purity  demanded  for  water  supplies  in  this  country. 

The  large  scale  extensions  to  and  modernisation  of  the  existing  Shelton  Treatment 
Works  were  completed  during  this  period  and  the  plant  commissioned. 

A  number  of  mains  extensions  and  renewals  were  carried  out  comprising: 

869  yards  3’’  diameter 

1,209  yards  4’’  diameter 

287  yards  6’’  diameter 

total  —  2,365  yards  i.e.  approximately  1.34  miles. 

The  following  number  of  communication  pipes  were  connected  to  the  Borough  mains: 

242  No.  Vj’’ diameter 

26  No.  %’’  diameter 

19  No.  1  ’’  diameter 

2  No,  above  1’’  diameter 

total  —  289  No. 


Monitoring  for  the  estimation  of  radio  activity  in  the  air,  river  water  and  final  water, 
was  continued  during  the  year.  The  results  obtained  to  date  are  within  the  accepted  standards 
as  laid  down  by  the  National  Research  Council.’’ 

Fluoride 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  town’s  Water  Supply,  after  treatment,  is  estimated  to  be  an 
average  of  0.04  mg/ 1 . 

The  position  as  regardsdwellinghouses  in  thetown  as  at  the  end  of  1970  is  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  houses  .  ...  18,957 

Total  number  of  houses  with  Corporation  piped  water  ...  ...  18,937 

Total  number  of  houses  without  a  Corporation  piped  water  supply  20 
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RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1970 


Bacteriological 

ITEM 

RIVER  WATER 
UNTREATED 

WATER  AFTER 
FILTRATION  AND 
STERILISATION 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
Aerogenes  Organisms  per 

100  mis. 

18  -I- 

18  + 

Nil 

Nil 

Probable  Number  of  Bact. 
Coli  Type  1  per  100  mis. 

18  + 

18  + 

Nil 

Nil 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at 

37®  C. 

— 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Chemical  Analysis  expressed  in 

Milligrams  per  Litre 

Colour  (Hazenscale) 

100 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

9.25 

7.11 

8.60 

6.60 

Alkalinity  (CaCO  ) 

128 

20 

102 

18 

Chloride  (Cl) 

50 

10 

58 

12 

Free  and  Saline  Amonia 

0.75 

0.01 

*0.44 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs. 
at  37®c.) 

9.32 

0.92 

0.96 

Nil 

Permanent  Hardness 

CaCO,J 

o 

44 

8 

73 

33 

Total  Hardness  (CaCO^) 

166 

28 

171 

44 

Free  Residual  Chlorine 

— 

— 

0.05 

Nil 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

— 

— 

0.20 

0.05 

•Abnormally  high  figure  due  to  commissioning  of  Ammoniation  Plant  at  Shelton  Head- 
works  and  is  not  of  organic  origin^ 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 


Details  of  the  Quarry  Pool  and  of  the  reconstruction  work  carried  out  on  the  swimming 
baths,  which  were  originally  built  in  1893,  were  included  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report. 

The  real  success  of  the  enterprise  is  shown  in  the  attendance  figures,  which  are  more 
than  double  those  of  the  years  prior  to  redevelopment. 

From  the  public  health  angle  the  table  below  shows  the  result  of  water  sampling,  and 
it  was  noted  at  the  time  the  unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken  that  a  survival  test  was  being 
carried  out  with  children  dressed  in  pyjamas  etc.,  swimming  in  the  pool.  This  may  have 
accounted  for  the  bad  result.  Over  the  five  years  before  reconstruction  samples  taken  showed 
an  annual  average  of  five  out  of  twenty-two  unsatisfactory  samples.  Special  consideration  has 
been  given  to  the  safety  angle  at  the  new  pool  and  resuscitation  apparatus  is  available  and 
the  staff  have  had  training  in  its  use. 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  .  ...  12 

No.  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  1 


DRAINAGE,  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  SEWERAGE  AND  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  W.  Gibb,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 

"Main  Drainage  — 

Number  of  existing  houses  connected  to  sewers  .  1 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  without  connection  to  main  sewerage  system  Nil 

Extensions  and  Alterations  —  The  Racecourse  Lane  Sewer  was  completed  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 

The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  is  the  town  as  estimated  during 
1970  is  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  .  18,957 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corporation  Sewers  .  18,716 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  independent  sewage  disposal  works,  e.g. 
cesspits,  septic  tanks  .  183 

Number  of  houses  relying  on  earth,  pail  or  chemical  closets  ...  ...  58 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  — 

An  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  introduced  during 
the  year,  and  this  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  operatives  and  reduced  cost,  whilst 
niaintaining  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 

The  controlled  filling  of  the  area  off  Wenlock  Road,  operated  in  conjunction  with 
Atcham  Rural  Council,  was  completed  in  September  1970,  when  a  new  tip  was  opened  at 
Nobold  Lane  by  the  Corporation,  with  facilities  for  Atcham  Rural. 

A  container  service  was  introduced  at  six  amenity  sites  where  householders  were 
encouraged  to  deposit  garden  rubbish,  bulky  articles  and  other  refuse  not  usually  taken  by  the 
refuse  collectors.  Similar  facilities  are  also  provided  at  the  Nobold  Lane  Refuse  Tip." 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stanley,  reports  as  follows: 

Complaints  received  during  the  Year 

There  were  471  complaints  and  these  were  investigated  in  accordance  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  analysis: 


NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 

NUMBER 

RECEIVED 

Housing  Defects 

48 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers 

36 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

11 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food 

36 

Verminous  Premises: 

(a)  Bugs 

3 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

273 

(c^  Ins0cts  •••  •••  ata  ••• 

22 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry 

4 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

5 

Clean  Air  Act 

9 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  ...  ...  . 

7 

Food  Hygiene  (General) Regulations  1960 

4 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

1 

M 1  sc@  1 1  Sin  0OLI  s  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

TOTAL 

471 
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Premises  Inspected 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  of  various 
premises  carried  out  during  the  year:- 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTION 

Number  of  visits 

Unsatisfactory 
conditions 
remedied  by 
verbal  cautions 

Dwel  1  inghouses,  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

503 

4 

Business, premises  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ... 

145 

4 

Dwellinghouses  under  the  Housing  Acts 

1,121 

— 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

324 

— 

Caravans,  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

73 

6 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

226 

1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ••• 

6 

1 

Works  of  building  construction 

44 

— 

Outworkers’  premises 

13 

— 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registered  Premises 

965 

23 

Non-Registered  Premises 

46 

— 

Shops  Acts  1950  to  1965  . 

112 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act/Food  Hygiene  Regs, 

Bakehouses 

90 

4 

Butchers’  Shops 

235 

23 

Hospital  Kitchens  . 

25 

— 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

446 

59 

School  Kitchens  . 

132 

1 

Staff  Canteens  ••• 

60 

— 

Licensed  premises 

253 

22 

Market  Stalls  . 

294 

43 

Food  Vehicles  ... 

133 

4 

Other  Premises . 

585 

54 

Section  16  Premises— Sausage  Manufacturers 

74 

3 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

50 

4 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

160 

4 

Unfit  meat  and  other  foods 

311 

— 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  (other  than  milk) 

124 

— 

Milk  Sampling— Bacteriological 

116 

— 

Chemical 

20 

— 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations 

43 

— 

Clean  Air  Acts  . 

370 

4 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

106 

2 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

1 

— 

Drainage— Inspection  and  Examination 

474 

— 

Public  Sewers 

124 

— 

Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools  ... 

168 

2 

Watercourses  and  Ditches . 

42 

— 

Land  and  Tips  . 

92 

— 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  . 

48 

— 

Swimming  Bath  Water  Sampling 

43 

— 

Offensive  Trades  Premises  . 

12 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  . 

478 

— 

Insects,  etc.  ...  ...  . 

777 

— 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  . 

45 

— 

National  Assistance  Acts  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

Agriculture  Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Regs. 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous 

581 

TOTAL 

10,091 

268 
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Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory  enactments  as  follows:- 


SUBJECT  OF  NOTICE 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Housing 

Acts 

Offices, 

etc. 

Act 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act, 
1955 

Factories 
Act,  1961 

Shops 

Act 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 

served  ...  . 

16 

61 

58 

11 

5 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
complied  with 

20 

— 

57 

30 

14 

15 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) . 

16 

122 

49 

9 

1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

9 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with  . 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) . 

10 

35 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Table  A— Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


(1) 

Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(3) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 

Offices 

21 

299 

32 

Retail  Shops . 

15 

408 

73 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 

2 

21 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

2 

83 

31 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

40 

811 

139 

Table  B— Number  of  Visits  of  ail  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 

Total  . 965 


Table  C— Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 
(2) 

Number  of 
persons  employed 
(2) 

CDf  flC6S  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3,852 

Retail  Shops  ... 

2,716 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . 

258 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . 

738 

Canteens 

51 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

— 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7,615 

Total  Males  . 

3,311 

Total  Females . 

4,304 
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Analysis  of  Unsatisfactory  Conditions 


N  umber 
found 

N  umber 
remedied 

Lack  of  cleanliness 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

50 

18 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

5 

Absence  of  thermometer  or  heating  facilities 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

23 

Inadequate  ventilation 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

19 

Unsatisfactory  lighting 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

94 

57 

Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

49 

38 

Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  washing  facilities 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

34 

26 

Absence  of  drinking  water  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Inadequate  clothing  accommodation 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

12 

8 

Unsuitable  or  inadequate  seating  facilities 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

Seats  for  sedentary  work 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

Inadequate  eating  facilities 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

Defective  floors  and  staircases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

39 

53 

inadequately  fenced  machinery 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

11 

Noise  and  vibrations 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

Dangerous  conditions  and  practices  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35 

12 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Absence  of  adequate  first  aid  facilities 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

17 

15 

Failure  to  notify  fact  of  employment  of  persons  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

3 

Absence  of  abstract  of  the  Act 

NUMBER  OF  INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED 
NUMBER  OF  INFORMAL  NOTICES  COMPLETED 

17 

61 

57 

16 

There  were  twenty  notifiable  accidents  reported  in  Shrewsbury  during  the  year.  (An 
accident  becomes  notifiable  if  an  employee  is  fatally  injured,  or  is  disabled  from  doing  his 
usual  work  for  more  than  three  days). 

The  types  of  accident  reported  were  as  follows: 

Cause  of  Accident  Number  of  Cases 


Vehicle  stationary 

Use  of  a  hand  tool 

Fall  on  or  from  fixed  stairs 

Other  falls  from  one  level  to  another 

Falls  on  the  same  level 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  object  or  person 
Handling  goods  ... 

Unspecified  in  official  code 


2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 


There  appear  to  be  a  number  of  occupiers  who  are  unaware  of  their  responsibilities  to 
report  accidents  amongst  their  employees.  We  endeavour  to  counteract  this  by  a  standard  note 
when  in  written  communication  with  employers. 

Employees,  as  well  as  employers,  should  be  mindful  of  accident  prevention.  Domestic 
standards  of  safety  —  i.e.  the  precautions  which  one  might  take  in  the  home  —  are  just  not 
good  enough  to  cover  legal  requirements  in  the  office  or  workroom. 

The  idea  of  'safety  groups’  merits  serious  consideration  -  the  purpose  being  to 
interest  employees  in  the  hazards  which  surround  them.  A  discussion  using  the  'Cause  of 
Accident’  table  shown  on  any  Annual  Report,  should  prove  useful.  However,  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  persuade  employers  that  accident  prevention  is  good  management. 

As  regards  the  safe  use  of  food-slicing  machines  —  we  have  given  due  attention  to 
propoganda  of  this  nature. 
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The  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations,  1968 

These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  28th  May,  1969.  The  intention  is  to  ensure 
that  lifts  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  have  the  same  safeguards  as  are  provided  for 
lifts  in  factories.  They  impose  requirements  as  to  the  construction,  maintenance  and  examina¬ 
tion  of  hoists  and  I  ifts. 

Mechanical  lifts  have  to  be  examined  every  six  months  by  a  competent  person. 
Occupiers  of  the  larger  establishments  comply  with  this  requirement  through  their  insurance 
companies  who  employ  qualified  engineers  to  examine  the  lifts  before  accepting  the  risk. 

An  important  function  for  the  local  authority  inspector  administering  these  regulations 
is  to  verify  that  competent  examinations  are  being  made  -  especially  when  an  occupier  is  not 
insured  for  matters  of  this  nature. 

The  person  carrying  out  an  examination  is  required  to  notify  the  enforcing  authority  if 
he  finds  that  the  lift  cannot  continue  to  be  used  with  safety. 

On  receiving  an  adverse  report,  this  Department  proceeds  as  follows: 

(a)  The  report  is  checked  against  the  regulations. 

(b)  A  visit  is  then  made  to  the  premises  concerned  and  the  listed  defects  are  veri¬ 
fied.  There  are  some  instances  where  additional  unsatisfactory  conditions  are 
found. 

(c)  A  letter  is  sent  to  the  occupier  requesting  that  remedial  work  be  commenced 
without  delay. 

(d)  Revisits  are  made  to  ascertain  that  the  work  has  been  completed. 

Delays  are  sometimes  experienced  when  parts  have  to  be  tailor-made.  This  applies, 
mostly,  to  old  I  ifts. 

One  aspect  that  has  caused  concern  is  where  non-technical  people  have  been  engaged 
to  carry  out  work.  However,  the  co-operation  of  the  insurance  companies  has  helped  to  over¬ 
come  this  trouble. 

If  the  work  does  not  have  a  'craftsman’s  finish’,  the  insurance  company  is  notified  of 
the  completion  and  asked  if  their  engineer  is  satisfied  with  the  work. 

On  the  whole,  the  regulations  are  working  satisfactorily,  but  there  will  be  many  more 
appliances  of  this  type  requiring  our  attention. 

Guillotines 

Office  equipment  suppliers  are  still  selling  and  displaying  guillotines  without  guards. 
Section  17(1)  of  the  Act  stales  that  'Every  dangerous  part  of  any  machinery  used  as  or  form¬ 
ing  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  premises  to  which  this  Act  applies  shall  be  securely  fenced’. 

The  law  is  weak  on  this  point,  as  it  allows  guillotines  to  be  sold  without  guards. 
How  simple  it  would  be  if  these  machines  were  manufactured  with  a  guard  as  an  integral  part. 


There  were  no  complaints  or  summary  applications  under  the  provisions  of  Section  22, 
and  no  interim  orders  were  granted. 

There  were  no  exemptions  issued  during  the  year,  and  no  exemptions  in  operation 
during  the  year. 

Once  again,  I  express  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  invaluable 
co-operation. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  AT  DWELLINGHOUSES  AS  A  RESULT  OF 
STATUTORY  AND  INFORMAL  NOTICES  ISSUED 

(Number  of  premises,  10) 


Defective  drains . 

Choked  drains 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

Absence  of  proper  sink . 

Defective  water  closets  . 

Defective  gullies  . 

Defective  sink  . 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  . 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings  ... 

Burst  water  pipes  . 

Insufficient  water  supply  . 

Defective  soil  pipes  . 

Dampness  arising  from:- 

Defective  roofs  . 

Defective  eaves-gutters  . 

Defective  down-spouts  . 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  ... 
Defective  damp-proof  courses 

Defective  yard  paving  . 

Defective  chimney  flues  . 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided  ... 
Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords 

Defective  floors  . 

Defective  stairs . 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings 

Defective  doors . 

Defective  fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges 

Defective  wash-:boilers  . . 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks 
Defective  and  bulging  external  v/ails  ... 
Defective  and  bulging  party  walls 

Filthy  condition  of  premises  . 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 
Miscellaneous  . 


Number 

Complied 

with 


2 

1 

1 


2 


3 

1 

1 

1 


1 


Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  under  contract  with  the  Corporation  for 
disinfestation  was  as  follows: 

Business  premises  ...  57 

Rat  infestations  at  private  dwellinghouses  are  cleared  free-of-charge  and  advice  is 
readily  available  to  occupiers  when  mice  infestations  are  reported  in  domestic  premises. 

The  Rodent  Operative  made  1,691  visits  to  premises  in  the  course  of  his  duties  during 
the  year. 
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FACTORY  ACT,  1961 


The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this  legislation, 
are  appended 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

3 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  .  . 

225 

226 

11 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises)  . 

44 

44 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

272 

276 

11 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 

of 

cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)— 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

12 

13 

— 

6 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

13 

15 

1 

7 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
iist  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
defauit 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Counci  1 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  In 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel: 

Making,  etc. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 


Building  Progress  During  1970 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  115 
Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  228 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  Year 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  723 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Services  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  offices  .  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

( a )  H y  O wn ers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  ...  — 

Four  individual  unfit  dwellings,  considered  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost, 
were  demolished  during  the  year. 

One  representation  was  made  in  respect  of  eight  houses  in  a  small  Clearance  Area, 
and  details  of  further  dwellinghouses  dealt  with  by  clearance  area  procedure  in  the  Castlefields 
Redevelopment  Area  appear  later  in  this  report. 

In  1946  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding  following  the  war  years  and 
"slum  clearance"  had  been  suspended  for  six  years,  so  that  there  was  a  leeway  to  be  made 
up  in  housing.  The  number  of  persons  per  house  at  that  time  was  3.81  (population  divided  by 
number  of  inhabited  houses).  Since  then, approximately  800  houses  have  been  demolished  and 
approximately  9,000  dwellings  built  -  with  approximately  equal  numbers  being  built  by  the 
Corporation  and  by  private  builders. The  population  during  this  time  has  increased  by  approxi¬ 
mately  10,000,  of  which  4,500  are  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  births  being  greater  than  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  5,500  by  newcomers  to  the  town  exceeding  those  leaving  the  town.  The 
5,500  "immigrants"  probably  occupy  approximately  2,000  houses,  leaving  6,000  as  the  number 
of  houses  available  for  the  families  living  in  the  town  throughout  the  years.  The  number  of 
persons  per  house  is  at  present  2.75.  There  are  still  overcrowded  families,  but  there  are 
also  many  one  or  two  person  households.  In  my  opinion,  the  need  is  for  more  one  or  two  bed¬ 
room  dwellings  with  easy  access.  Such  units  would  be  welcomed  by  elderly  people  who  would 
willingly  move  thus  releasing  their  hitherto  under-occupied  property  for  family  use. 
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CASTLEFIELDS  REDEVELOPMENT  SCHEME 


The  saga  of  the  Castlefields  Redevelopment  Scheme  continues.  This  scheme  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  1969  Annual  Report  was  outlined  in  a  report  "New  Life  for  an  Old  District", 
published  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Briefly  the  scheme  to  redevelop  an  area  of  the  town  noteworthy  for  its  community  spirit, 
suitably  integrated  and  with  sufficiently  definite  boundaries  for  treatment.  The  area  has  been 
divided  into  a  Clearance  Area  and  an  Improvement  Area.  The  214  houses  in  the  Clearance 
Area  being  old,  small  and  badly  arranged  generally.  The  456  houses  in  the  Improvement  Area 
have  a  longer  life  expectation. 

The  year  1970  has  been  occupied  as  respects  the  Clearance  Area  in  the  various  tech¬ 
nical,  legal  and  administrative  problems  which  arise  when  clearance  area  procedure  is  adopted 
and  following  the  declaration  of  a  Clearance  Area  containing  147  dwellinghouses,  5  dwelling- 
houses  and  shops  and  1  shop  at  the  meeting  on  the  9th  March,  1970  of  the  Borough  Council 
objections  were  received  and  a  Public  Enquiry  was  held  on  the  2nd  June,  1971  —  the  result  of 
which  is  awaited. 

It  is  hoped  that  rehousing  from  the  Clearance  Area  into  new  Corporation  property  and 
relets  as  well  as  into  a  certain  number  of  houses  in  the  Improvement  Area  bought  by  the  Corp¬ 
oration  for  this  purpose  will  begin  in  the  autumn  of  1971. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  a  majority  of  those  living  in  the  Clearance  Area  when  clear¬ 
ance  commences  will  wish  to  be  rehoused  in  the  area,  and  it  is  thought  that  demolition  and 
clearance  will  be  piecemeal  with  empty  spaces  used  to  build  houses  for  the  first  clearance 
and  the  land  from  the  first  clearance  used  to  house  the  second  clearance  and  so  on.  It  is  not 
envisaged  that  the  whole  Clearance  Area  will  be  dealt  with  as  far  as  rehousing  the  occupants 
is  concerned  at  one  operation,  and  it  is  planned  to  provide  64  two  storey  dwellinghouses  (42 
for  5  person  occupation  and  22  for  4  person  occupation),  39  three  storey  flats  (13  for  4  person 
occupation  and  26  for  two  person  occupation),  13  bungalows  for  two  person  occupation  and 
30  dwellings  within  a  protective  dwelling  scheme,  together  with  a  shopping  centre,  to  replace 
the  houses  in  the  Clearance  Area. 

Ten  properties  in  the  Improvement  Area  have  been  subject  to  either  standard  or  discre¬ 
tionary  grants  during  1970.  None  of  the  street  work  has  been  started. 
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MUNICIPAL  HOSTEL  FOR  MEN 


Continued  improvements  in  the  standard  of  maintenance  have  been  made  during  1970 
and  generally  the  Hostel  is  full.  At  times  during  the  winter  it  has  been  necessary  to  refuse 
accommodation  to  hard-luck  cases  who  may  have  had  to  'sleep  rough’  as  a  result.  It  would 
have  been  easier  and  apparently  more  humane  to  allow  these  men  to  sleep  in  corridors  and  on 
landings,  but  this  would  possibly  have  endangered  lives  had  fire  broken  out  with  the  escape 
routes  blocked. 

As  in  the  community  in  general,  the  Hostel  has  an  ageing  population  and  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  are  pensioners,  but  as  the  Hostel  is  for  working  men  and  staffed  acc¬ 

ordingly  the  pensioners  have  to  be  independant,  up-and-about,  able  to  cook  their  own  meals 
and  look  after  themselves. 

Most  of  the  men  pay  their  5p  weekly  to  watch  the  television  and  a  surprising  number 

of  the  working  men  seem  to  prefer  this  to  going  out.  Only  very  occasionally  do  breaches  of 

discipline  have  to  be  dealt  with  —  the  remedy  is  nearly  always  a  request  to  leave  the  Hostel. 

Since  the  11th  May,  1970,  the  charges  have  been  £2.80  per  week  or  50p  per  night, 
which  includes  a  cubicle,  heating,  hot  water,  light,  use  of  the  cooking  facilities,  use  of  a 
ventilated  food  store  and  of  the  dining  and  reading  rooms.  Clean  sheets  and  pillow  cases  are 
supplied  on  arrival  and  fortnightly  during  a  man’s  stay,  and  all  but  one  of  the  cubicles  are 
single.  Several  men  have  been  overten  years  in  the  Hostel  and  the  longest  stay  is,  at  present, 
30  years. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Diaries  Regulations: 

Dairies  6 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  83 

Turbidity  Test  (applicable  to  sterilised  milk) 

The  nine  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Phosphatase  Test  (a  test  applied  to  verify  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation) 

The  forty-one  I  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Ninety-four  samples  were  subject  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  (an  indicator  of  keeping 
quality),  of  which  twenty-five  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Brucella  Abortus 

Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  15 

Number  of  positive  samples  found  NIL 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture  1 

Premises  registered  for  sale  only  201 


Sixty-three  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results 
are  tabulated  below: 

No.  of  Samples  Grade  1  Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV  Void 

63  40  11  6  42 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

The  105  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  com¬ 
prised  5  milk  (1  formal  and  4  informal),  89  foods  (9  formal  and  80  informal)  and  11  drugs  (all 
informal). 

Some  98  were  returned  as  genuine,  and  7  (3  milk  and  4  foods)  as  not  genuine. 

An  additional  22  ''informal”  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  fat  content  on  the  testing 
machine  at  the  Health  Centre.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Remarks  on  Samples  returned  as  Not  Genuine 
1 .  Milk  (Formal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  milk  containing  44.7%  extraneous  water,  and  having  the  parts 
as  under: 

Fat  1 .8%  weight/weight 

Solids-not-fat  4.7%  ” 

Freezing  Point  (Hortvet)  — 0.300°C. 

Acidity,  as  Lactic  Acid  0.13% 

The  above  opinion  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939, 
establish  minima  of  3.0%  of  fat  and  8.5%  of  solids-not-fat  for  genuine  milk,  whereas  this  sam¬ 
ple  contained  only  1.8%  of  fat  and  4.7%  of  solids-not-fat. 
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The  freezing  point  of  the  sample  fully  confirms  that  the  deficiencies  in  fat  and  in 
solids-not-fat  are  due  to  the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 

(Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  this  case  and  the  defendants  were  subsequently 
fined  £40  plus  costs). 

2.  Milk  (Ultra  High  Temperature  Full  Cream)  (Two  Informal  Samples) 

The  milk  was  the  subject  of  a  complaint  to  the  Department  as  having  an  "abnormal” 
taste  and,  whilst  this  taste  was  acknowledged  by  the  Public  Analyst,  analysis  failed  to  indi¬ 
cate  the  cause.  The  milk  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  other  respects,  and  two  samples 
from  a  different  batch  number  were  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  Stocks  of  the  batch  num¬ 
ber  in  question  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

3.  Pork  Sausage  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  pork  sausage  containing  undeclared  sulphur  dioxide,  and  having 
the  parts  as  under: 


140  parts  per  million 


Sulphur  Dioxide 
Lean  Meat 
Total  Meat 


51.3% 
'  75.8% 


The  Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations,  1962,  permit  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  pre¬ 
servative  in  sausage,  to  the  extent  of  not  more  than  450  parts  per  million,  only  if  its  presence 
is  declared. 

(Notice  subsequently  displayed). 

4.  Bread  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  bread  associated  with  foreign  matter  which  contained  iron  com¬ 
pounds. 

(Manufacturer  warned). 

5.  Soft  Drink  Mixture  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  Soft  Drink  Mixture  which  contained  unpermitted  artificial  sweet¬ 
ener. 

(Informed  by  manufacturer  that  this  was  old  stock,  manufacturer  having  ceased  produc¬ 
tion  two  year’s  ago.  Remainder  of  stock  withdrawn  from  sale). 

6.  Lime  Juice  Cordial  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  soft  drink  not  conforming  to  the  Soft  Drinks  Regulations,  1964, 
as  amended,  and  containing  0.08%  Cyclamic  Acid.  Regulation  5(1)  of  the  Soft  Drinks  Regula¬ 
tions,  1964,  as  amended  by  Regulation  3(b)  of  the  Soft  Drinks  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1969, 
prohibits  the  use  of  cyclamic  acid  as  an  artificial  sweetener  in  soft  drinks. 

(Remainder  of  stock  removed  from  sale). 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg¬ 
ulation  16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg¬ 
ulation  19 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Butcher’s  Shops 

30 

29 

30 

28 

Bread  and  Confectionery 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Grocers 

65 

65 

65 

64 

Greengrocers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Hospital  Kitchens 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

112 

112 

112 

111 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

55 

54 

55 

55 

School  Canteens 

32 

31 

32 

31 

Staff  Canteens 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Supermarkets 

17 

17 

17 

16 

Sweet  Confectionery 

40 

40 

10 

10 

Warehouses 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Wet  Fish 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Meat  Processing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Poultry  Processing 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Regulation  16  refers  to  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  wash-hand  basins,  and  adequate 
supply  of  hot  and  cold  water,  soap,  nail-brushes  and  drying  facilities  for  the  use  of  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  food. 

Regulation  19  relates  to  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sinks,  or  other  facilities,  for 
washing  food  and  equipment.  The  appropriate  water  supply  must  be  provided  in  each  instance. 
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Poultry  Inspection 


Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within 

the  district  2 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  64 


Type  of  Birds 

Processed 

Number 

Processed 

Percentage  Rejected 

as  unfit  for  human 

consumption 

Weight  Condemned  as 

unfit  for  human 

consumption 

Turkeys 

735 

— 

— 

Ducks 

167 

— 

— 

Hens 

6,317 

0.9 

140  lbs. 

Broi lers 

4,121 

1.8 

183V2  lbs. 

Geese 

224 

— 

— 

Guinea  Fowl 

113 

— 

— 

The  inspection  of  these  premises  is  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.  There  is  also  a  Code  of  Practice  which  outlines  the  structural 
requirements  and  hygienic  standards  recommended  in  this  type  of  business.  In  addition,  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  applies  to  the  examination  of  poultry. 

Unsoundness  in  poultry  was  again  found  to  be  relatively  small. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  district  Nil 


The  following  foodstuffs,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  were  voluntarily  surrend¬ 
ered  for  destruction: 


Bacon  and  Ham 

290  lbs. 

Beef 

1,372’A  lbs. 

Lamb 

551  lbs. 

Pork 

272%  lbs. 

Turkey 

938V4  lbs. 

Chicken 

1,144  lbs. 

Other  Poultry 

4 

Fish 

95  lbs. 

Cauliflowers 

48 

Lettuce 

56  Boxes 

Tomatoes 

46V2  Boxes 

Grapes 

9  Boxes 

Apples 

400  lbs. 

Chestnuts 

400  lbs. 

Rice 

70  lbs. 

Preserved  Goods 

1 ,970  Tins,  jars 
or  packets 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


The  Superintendent,  Mr.  A.G.  Hunter,  has  provided  facts  and  figures  for  the  report  of 
the  year’s  working: 

"The  year  1970  has  brought  about  important  changes  which  have  affected  the  Abattoir 
in  many  ways,  and  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  single  this  year  out  as  possibly  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  Abattoir’s  history. 

Throughput  continues  to  rise  but  in  an  erratic  and  fluctuating  fashion  for  which  the 
trade  blames  in  turn  rising  costs,  supply  and  demand,  subsidies,  imports  and  exports,  cheap 
chickens,  bacon  and  even  the  weather. 

Irish  cattle,  which  used  to  form  quite  an  important  part  of  the  trade,  are  not  now  coming 
in  on  the  hoof,  but  are  being  slaughtered  in  Ireland  and  Irish  dressed  and  subsidised  beef  is 
now  being  pitched  on  our  market  at  very  competitive  prices. 

The  standard  of  abattoir  practice  keeps  improving  and  as  the  Shrewsbury  Abattoir  and 
attached  meat  packing  factory  are  heavily  involved  in  the  export  market  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  through  its  officers,  have  insisted  on  very  high  standards  of 
hygiene  and  dressing.  It  may  well  be  that  the  Ministry’s  officers  are  being  too  theoretical  in 
their  interpretation  of  the  export  regulations  in  that  their  interpretation  of  the  regulations  mean 
expenditure  on  improvements  which  affects  the  financial  viability  of  the  Abattoir.  Such  impro¬ 
vements  as  fly-proofing,  rodent  control  and  hygiene  have  been  dealt  with  to  what  seems  an 
adequate  standard  for  the  meat  trade  but  the  Ministry  keeps  asking  for  even  highe'  standards. 
It  may  well  be  that  improved  hygiene  in  meat  dressing  and  abattoir  practice  will  further  cut 
down  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning,  but  proof  of  this  is  difficult  to  obtain  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  production  of  a  100%  sterile  carcase,  although  not  impossible,  is  economically  not 
feasible.  At  the  Shrewsbury  Abattoir  we  have  visual  cleanliness  as  our  aim  as  well  as  main¬ 
taining  100%  meat  inspection. 

During  the  autumn  of  1970  and  early  in  1971  the  Abattoir  Sub-Committee  met  to  listen 
to  individual  members  of  the  trade  who  use  the  abattoir  and  traders  who  are  interested  in  using 
the  facilities.  From  this  exercise  very  little  of  note  emerged  except  that  the  difficulties  of  the 
abattoir  were  explained  to  the  trade  and  the  complaints  of  the  trade  noted  and,  where  possible, 
faults  rectified.  Most  of  the  coinplaints  were  of  the  cost  of  the  service. 

On  the  question  of  day  to  day  management  the  year  saw  us  take  out  a  rodent  control 
agreement  which  supplemented  the  measures  already  taken  by  the  Corporation,  and  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  appear  to  be  very  successful. 

Refrigeration  —  always  a  problem  —  prompted  me  to  recommend  that  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor’s  staff  be  sent  on  a  maintenance  course  thereby  enabling  us  to  have  one  of 
our  own  employees  on  call  in  the  event  of  a  breakdown. 

In  the  difficult  job  of  controlling  by-products  and  presenting  them  for  sale  we  have 
been  greatly  helped  by  the  company  with  whom  we  are  at  present  dealing  who  readily  comply 
with  the  Staining  and  Sterilisation  Regulations  to  our  satisfaction,  moving  all  the  inedible 
materials  at  the  end  of  each  day. 

The  manner  and  s-ate  in  which  animals  —  particularly  sheep  and  cattle  -  aredelivered 
to  us  still  presents  a  problem.  Sheep  are  impossible  to  dress  and  clean  properly  if  they  come 
in  wet  and  dirty  from  fields  of  root  crops,  instead  of  being  kept  overnight  in  dry  clean  straw. 
Cattle  often  come  in  "full  bellied’’  for  immediate  slaughter  and,  on  being  killed,  the  abdomen 
blows  up  to  make  dressing  and  hide  removal  difficult. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  the  modern  methods  used  at  the  abattoir  have  been  of 
interest  to  the  considerable  number  of  visitors  who  come  to  see  the  abattoir,  and  these  even 
often  include  customers’  customers  who  come  unheralded  to  the  abattoir  as  well  as  to  the 
factory  to  see  that  standards  are  maintained  at  all  tintes. 

The  financial  situation  of  the  abattoir  is  such  that  there  has  been  a  continual  deficit 
since  modernisation  and  in  the  financial  year  1970/71  the  income  was  a  little  over  £168,000 
and  the  expenditure  just  over  £180,000.  These  figures  indicate  the  size  of  the  undertaking  as 
do  the  figures  of  throughput  in  the  attached  tables. 
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There  are  signs  now  of  municipal  abattoirs  running  down  and  not  being  replaced  by 
local  authorities  because  of  the  high  building  costs  and  the  probability  that  any  new  abattoir 
would  be  a  charge  on  the  rates.  Shrewsbury  Abattoir  is  regarded  in  local  government  circles 
as  being  comparatively  successful  in  keeping  to  a  relatively  small  deficit.  In  October  in 
Wolverhampton  we‘,met  the^Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  concerning  objections 
to  our  slaughtering  charges  and  the  Ministry,  after  hearing  both  sides,  agreed  that  the  charges 
levied  met  with  their  approval.  The  charges,  which  were  introduced  in  January  1970  helped  in 
maintaining  this  relatively  small  deficit. 

Although  it  may  seem  that  the  Shrewsbury  Abattoir  is  an  expensive  luxury  and  a  charge 
to  the  ratepayer  part  of  my  brief  on  appointment  was  to  encourage  trade  at  the  abattoir  and 
the  extent  of  the  site  at  the  abattoir  obviously  indicated  that  the  Borough  Health  Committee 
had  expansion  in  mind.  The  result  of  this  policy  has  been  that  throughput  at  the  abattoir  has 
increased  and  new  firms  have  been  attracted  including  a  meat  packing  factory.  Between  the 
abattoir,  the  factory  and  the  firms  using  the  abattoir,  some  300  people  draw  salaries  and 
wages  and  the  rates  paid  by  the  abattoir  and  the  factory  should  be  considered  in  assessing 
the  financial  position.” 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1969) 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

21,803 

1,024 

102,908 

58,095 

(23.574) 

(883) 

(75,904) 

(44,494) 

(-) 

Number  inspected 

21,803 

1,024 

102,908 

58,095 

(23.574) 

(883) 

(75.904) 

(44,494) 

(-) 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

55 

58 

73 

(17) 

(52) 

(74) 

(97) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4,591 

56 

3,447 

4,806 

_ 

(9.177) 

(85) 

(7.211) 

(1,586) 

(-) 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 

21 .0% 

5.5% 

3.3% 

8.3% 

(39.9%) 

(15.5%) 

(9.6%) 

(3.7%) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

231 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(315) 

(-) 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.39% 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(0.71%) 

(-) 

Cysticerosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

93 

(78) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  submitted  for  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

43 

— 

— 

(48) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt  with  caused  the  detention 
and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total  weight  in  carcase  meat  and  offal  of  57  tons.  19  cwts, 
108  lbs.,  details  as  follows; 


Carcase  Meat 
Offal 


14  tons  18  cwts  0  lbs. 
43  tons  1  cwt  108  lbs. 
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Unsound  Food 

The  following  foodstuffs,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  were  voluntarily  surrend¬ 
ered  for  destruction; 

Imported  carcase  meat: 


Received  from  other  British  Abattoirs 
Received  from  Northern  Ireland 

1  ton 

6  cwts 

6  cwts 

8  lbs. 

Received  from  Belgium  ... 

•  •  • 

1  cwt 

58  lbs. 

Frozen  or  tinned  meat  and  offal: 

Frozen  Turkey... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8  lbs. 

Tinned  Corned  Beef 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6  lbs. 

Frozen  Lambs  Liver 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

40  lbs. 

Frozen  Lambs  Heart 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

58  lbs. 

Frozen  Ox  Kidney 

1  ton 

5  cwts 

72  lbs. 
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